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EIA Regulations

The EIA regulations protect rural land in 
England that’s uncultivated or semi-natural
from changes in agricultural activities that 
might cause damage by:

• increasing productivity

• physically changing field boundaries



EIA : What's covered

1. Uncultivated Land

• Last 15 years

• Physical cultivation eg ploughing

• Chemical ‘cultivation’ eg use of fertilisers



EIA: What’s covered

2. Semi-natural land

• Priority habitats 

this includes habitats

supporting priority 

species, 

• Heritage or archaeological features

• Protected landscapes



Priority Species

Waders: Curlew and Lapwing

Ploughing up land of value to these species may 
be covered by the regulations even if it is 
species poor.

This isn't obvious 

on Defra’s website



Sale of high quality archaeological 
landscape



EIA or Felling licence?

Scrub removal

• Is the aim to achieve greater agricultural productivity?

• Conflict with BPS objectives

• Landscape damage?

• Priority habitat 

• damage?



EIA: Restructuring Projects

Wall removal, >2km inside NP, 4km outside

Intention?



Increasing 
Awareness

- Flier sent to parish        

councils & agents
- Proactive contact 
with agents at time of 
sale

https://www.peakdistrict.
gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf
_file/0009/1564398/EIA-
Advisory-note.pdf

https://www.peakdistrict.gov.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/1564398/EIA-Advisory-note.pdf


Reporting incidents and more 
information

All EIA work and queries are dealt with by the EIA team at 
Bristol: 

eia.england@naturalengland.org.uk

Freephone 0800 028 2140

Important to report all incidents for statistics, to influence 
future thinking and potentially decision making on ELMS

Information on the regulations is available at: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/eia-agriculture-
regulations-apply-to-make-changes-to-rural-land
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