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A Special Place: River Study – Why are rivers important?

This is an introductory activity to be used at the start of the topic. No prior knowledge of rivers is required.
Objectives: To get children to think about how plants, animals and humans interact with rivers and how these interactions may sometimes be in conflict with each other. NB: Optional activities are in italics.
Curriculum links: History, Science, RE. 
Resources: ‘Why are rivers important?’ presentation. (You can also use cards if working in small groups) post-it notes, secondary sources on rivers, Teachers’ notes. All the resources can be found on the Peak Curriculum webpage and are free to download.
Activity Instructions: 

1. Before watching: Ask the children if they have visited a river or know of a local river. Ask them to discuss what they might see there and if rivers are important and give their reasons. On post-it notes, children write down the names of or draw any animals or plants that they might see near a river in Britain. Accept any ideas at the moment e.g. some children may write down non-UK species. 
2. Slides 1 – 12: Can the children name any animals/plants?

If you have already visited a local stream/river or are about to, you may want to ask the children if they think these species are common there or ask them to research it using secondary sources. 
3. Slides 13/14: Can they add any more species to their post-it notes?
4. Slides 15 – 17: Have the children participated in any activities similar to these?
You may want to explore the issues surrounding leisure activities vs protecting nature e.g. Is angling a type of ‘blood sport’? Does it affect the ‘natural balance’ of the river? Should it be managed? If so, how?
5. Slide 18: Can they add any more leisure activities to their post-it notes? Possibilities could include: swimming, sailing, canyoning and tubing. 
6. Slide 19: How it would feel to live in the house on the river and what sort of people may want to live there? (You may want to refer back to slides 1 -12 e.g. ‘Nature lovers might enjoy living there’.) 
If you have done work on forces in Science ask the children to think about how much force is being exerted by the flow of water in the second image and how this could be utilised.
7. Slides 22/23: The children should discuss the consequences of living on a river or building hydroelectric power stations, relating it back to the previous slides. 
You may want to explore the issues surrounding hydroelectricity e.g. renewable energy vs human ‘interference’ in nature.
8. Slides 24 – 28: Can children name anything that may be transported by river? E.g. coal. The children may also be unaware that in many countries rivers are still used for washing.
If you have done previous work on settlements in Geography, you may want to point out that many major settlements were established on rivers for this reason. 
9. Slides 29 – 31: How has flooding helped farmers in the past? Can the children list the things they couldn’t do if their town/village was flooded? 
If the children have studied Ancient Egypt in History, ask them about the role the Nile played in both farming and religion. 

There are various issues that could be investigated if it is appropriate. E.g. Should houses be built on floodplains? Is so, should those people pay more insurance? Should everyone pay for expensive flood defences? Is global warming to blame for increased flooding and how could it be stopped (if at all)?

