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A Special Place: River Study – River Journey Instructions
This is an introductory activity to be used at the start of the topic. No prior knowledge of rivers is required.

Objectives: To get children to think about how a river changes throughout its journey. 
Background information: 
At Longshaw, Burbage Brook starts on the moors near Stanage Edge to flow into the River Derwent near Grindleford. It then it is joined by the River Wye near Matlock then on to Derby. It then joins the River Trent and flows through Nottingham and then on to the Humber Estuary and into the North Sea near Hull. (Children may find it odd that the river flows into the sea at a point further north than at the beginning of its journey.)

At Longdendale they will investigate Crowden Brook which starts high up near Black Hill (nearly 600m) before flowing into the reservoir system near Tintwistle. This then flows into the River Etherow, passing Stockport joining the River Goyt and finally into the Mersey which flows into the Irish Sea at Liverpool. 

Images 1 to 4 show the journey of Burbage Brook.

1) Burbage Brook near Stanage Edge, Derbyshire (close to the Moorland Discovery Centre.)

2) A footbridge over Burbage Brook at the top of Padley Gorge near the Centre. 

3) The River Derwent in Duffield, Derbyshire..

4) The Humber Estuary near Hull.

Images 5 to 8 show the journey of Crowden Little Brook.
5) Crowden Little Brook near Black Hill, North Derbyshire near the Longdendale Centre. 
6) The River Etherow 

7) The River Etherow near Stockport.

8) The River Mersey at Liverpool. 
Resources: Images for printing and laminating can be found on the ‘Peak Curriculum Resources’ page. 
Activity Instructions: 

· In pairs or groups, describe each picture, including the landscape around it. Can the children name any of the features? E.g. estuary/mouth in image 5 and meanders in image 6. 
· In pairs, decide where they think the river is a) fastest b) deepest c) widest d) the least polluted e) has the most life (biodiversity)
· Put the pictures in order and justify their decisions.
· Describe how the river changes from the beginning of its journey to its end. 
· Give the children the name of the part of the river they are going to investigate during their Peak District visit at either Longdendale (Little Crowden Brook) or the Moorland Discovery Centre (Burbage Brook). Using an online mapping tool such as Google Maps* ask them to trace their river from source to mouth. Can they name 3 different towns or cities that the river flows through/past? (Children may need to use the ‘zoom’ tool to understand the concept of long the water course is.)
 *The Peak District National Park is not responsible for the content of external sites. 

